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below, as they are not independent structures, but merely
the terminations of the vocal plates which converge up-
wards towards them. They acquire this freedom, how-
ever, sufficiently from above, as immediately above the
actual vocal chords (thyro-arytenoid ligaments) a deep
depression occurs in the lateral wall of the superior cavity
of the larynx, which, at first passing outwards along the
entire length of the ligaments, afterwards ascends upon
the outer side of the mucous -membrane with which the
superior cavity of the larynx is lined. It is this pouch

Vertical cross-section of the cavity of the larynx, a, Cavity of the windpipe; l>, cavity
between the vocal plates; c, glottis; d, ventricles of Morgagni; e, superior cavity of the
larynx; /, lateral folds marking the outlet of the larynx into the pharynx.

which is called the ventricle of Morgagni. Its anterior
rises somewhat higher than its posterior portion.
These ventricles give to the vocal chords the form of
sharp edges, which are well adapted to perform musical
vibrations. Without them the glottis would merely pre-
sent the appearance of an isthmus, bounded by blunt
prominences in which the current of air could only have
created a whistling sound. The ventricles of the larynx
may also possibly reinforce the tone by resonance.